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Shortly before April 28, 2025, ongoing

Beginning on July 1, 2021, when without notice he appointed Mindy Sooter to replace me while I was 
serving as Chair of the Colorado Commission on Judicial Discipline (CCJD), Governor Jared Polis has 
knowingly obstructed the judicial discipline process to protect the Justices of the Colorado Supreme Court. 
The July 1, 2021 appointment of Sooter occurred as the investigation that resulted in Matter of Coats, 2023 
CO 44 was just beginning. Despite being advised of conflicts of interest, the gravity of the Justices' now 
proven misconduct, and other reasons not to appoint particular individuals to the Commission, Governor 
Polis has continued to abuse his appointment powers. Most recently, Governor Polis knowingly ignored 
substantial allegations of malfeasance by the Justices and members of the Commission to reappoint Mindy 
Sooter and James Carpenter. Even after the problems with the appointments were publicly raised at the 
Senate Judiciary Committee's April 28, 2025 confirmation hearing, Governor Polis has refused to withdraw 
his appointment Orders. This has placed the Senate Judiciary Committee in the politically awkward position 
of needing to reject the appointees contrary to Governor Polis's will.



Governor Polis along with Legislative Leadership, the Colorado judicial performance commissions, 
the CCJD, and the Colorado Office of the State Auditor all received an extensively detailed 
anonymous request for evaluation (RFE) of judicial conduct as to the Justices of the Colorado 
Supreme Court and the judge members of the CCJD. The anonymous RFE was dated October 20, 
2024 and contained allegations of the most serious forms of judicial and attorney misconduct.
Despite requests in the anonymous RFE for the creation of a conflict-free special commission and 
for Governor Polis and a Special Tribunal to consider the removal and replacement of the regular 
Commissioners, the RFE was ignored. At their April 28, 2025 confirmation hearing, Carpenter and 
Sooter revealed that, despite being expressly requested to disqualify themselves, the 
Commissioners, the CCJD's Executive Director, and the CCJD's Special Counsel proceeded to 
consider and summarily dismiss the anonymous RFE. Their actions included exonerating 
themselves from the allegations of their own misconduct. Despite the disclosure of this information 
and the laying over of the confirmation hearing until May 5, 2025, Governor Polis has refused to 
withdraw his appointments. Effectively, Governor Polis has endorsed, supported, and ratified his 
appointees' commission of the gravest forms of official misconduct.

Governor Polis's failure to exercise supervision over his appointments to the CCJD has helped 
facilitate an ongoing pattern of fraud involving tens of millions of taxpayer dollars used to cover up 
significant judicial misconduct, attorney misconduct, and misconduct by other public officials / public 
employees. The fraud involved can be summarized as a scheme to facilitate intimidation and 
retaliation through the repeated illegal use of non-disclosure agreements, self-controlled 
investigations, and public relations strategies.

I have summarized the significance of the problem in the accompanying op ed piece published in 
Colorado Politics on May 1, 2025. A complete copy of the anonymous RFE and Fraud Hotline 
reports included in the legislative record are also provided with this complaint. Because of its time 
sensitive nature and the need to prevent further imminent harm to the integrity of the Colorado 
General Assembly, this complaint will be shared with the Colorado Senate Judiciary Committee.
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